


































GIRL WITH BALLOON
48 x 72 in (122 x 183cm)
Oil on canvas
2025

Girl with Balloon has no story or moral to tell, but it is still a 
quintessential Tom. It shows two girls in an otherwise bare room, 
one older than the other, the older watching and the younger 
blowing air into a balloon. Are they sisters? Or is the older one 
merely remembering herself as a younger girl, with the calendar 
hanging on the bare wall between them suggesting the passage 
of time that separates them? But this could be a subplot; the real 
focus could be elsewhere in this painting. The painting is as much 
about the interplay of shapes and light, about the divine poetics of 
geometry and illumination made visible in the world and explored 
through the poetry of colour and tones in painting, and about the 
constant and enriching back and forth between the real and the 
imagined. Occasionally, Rothko meets Hopper in Tom’s paintings.



FATHER AND SON
48 x 36 in (121.9 x 91.4 cm)
Oil on canvas
2025

Father and Son is a painting all about 
human relationships. Like his Lessons of 
Life series, it is about a parent and child. 
From the setting, one can imagine a 
father sitting at the table and reading a 
book; the candle is lit, and the darkening 
sky seen through the window behind 
tells us that the night is falling. The 
son interrupts the father’s reading; he 
turns away from the book, picks up his 
naked son, and holds him close to his 
bare chest. As he does so, he appears 
to remember another father and son 
“the book” tells him about and lowers 
his eyes in thoughtful meditation, as 
the Virgin often does clairvoyantly in 
pictures of Madonna and Child. The son 
follows suit in bodily empathy. It is a 
quiet painting of humans resonant with 
religious allusion. 

“I try to locate my works on 

the border lines of real and 

surreal, fact and fiction. I use 

imagery in tune with the other 

pictorial elements to invoke a 

certain psychological mood, 

palpable yet elusive. For me, 

a painting is not on what is 

painted, but in the viewer’s 

mind. The role of painting is 

only that of a pointer or 

a springboard.”



Tom Vattakuzhy completed his BFA in Printmaking from Kala Bhavana, Visva-Bharati, in 1996 and his MFA from 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, MS University of Baroda, in 1998. 

He is known for paintings that evoke domestic quietude, memory, and solitude—tracing the emotional 
contours shaped by migration and the absences it leaves behind. A painter, printmaker, and illustrator, Tom 
is also recognised for his sensitive illustrations in Malayalam literary publications such as Mathrubhumi and 
Bhashaposhini, and his work is often lauded for its subtle use of light and atmosphere. His visual language 
influenced the 2023 film Kaathal–The Core, inspiring its lighting and mood.

He has received several honours, including the AIFACS Award (New Delhi, 1997 and 1998), the Kerala Lalithakala 
Akademi Award (1997), the National Scholarship from the Ministry of Human Resource Development (1996), and 
the Haren Das Award from the Academy of Fine Arts, Kolkata (1995).

His recent exhibitions include the solo exhibition Song of the Dusk at Aicon Contemporary, New York (2022), 
and participation in a group show held at the Russian Academy of Arts, Moscow (2025). 

He currently lives and works in his hometown, Muvattupuzha, in Kerala.
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